
 

 

Graduate Student  Sociological  Associat ion  
Publ ic Sociology Associat ion  

Hey grad students, 
 

New semester on the rise 

and that means more 

learning and paper writing 

in the near future. But be-

fore all that gets underway 

you should take a look 

through the spring edition 

of In the Field.  We have 

the standard format as 

past issues – short article, 

student achievements, up-

coming opportunities – but 

a few things to bring to 

your attention. 
 

This summer a number of 

associations will be having 

their annual meetings in 

New York City within the 

timeframe of the American 

Sociological Association.  

You should try and hop on 

a bus to go and check 

them out, especially the 

Society for the Study of 

Social Problems. SSSP, 

along with the Human 

Rights section of ASA, will 

be hosting a one-day con-

ference entitled “Re-

Imaging Human Rights” on 

August 12 and is co-

organized by John Dale and 

David Kyle. Additionally, the 

Global Division of SSSP, 

chaired by Tony Samara, 

will be sponsoring a panel 

in relation to Human Rights 

and Corporate Responsibil-

ity.   

Additionally, the Associa-

tion for Humanist Sociology 

will be having their annual 

meeting in Washington DC 

this October. As an organi-

zation that tries to bridge 

academia and activism, I 

would recommend that 

students from our program 

submit to the conference 

and see what it’s all about.  

AHS is looking to up its 

membership among stu-

dents, women, and minori-

ties and offer professional 

development opportunities 

for advanced graduate stu-

dents (such as journal peer

-reviewing and committee 

positions). 
 

Last October we held our 

second Public Sociology 

Graduate Conference here 

at Mason. A few photos can 

be seen within the newslet-

ter, as well as checking 

them out here. The confer-

ence was a success with 

31 presentations and stu-

dents representing 19 col-

leges and universities. 

Planning for this year’s 

conference will start to 

take place this semester. 

New faces are needed so if 

you would like to get in-

volved then email us at:  

gmusocgrads@gmail.com 
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Ways to contribute  

Reflections—Discuss a short 

experience you’ve had while 

being at Mason 

 

Articles—Short pieces on 

anything from personal en-
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politics  

 

Book Reviews—Read a re-

cent piece of scholarship  

that pushes our sociological 

thinking into a new realm?  

Share it with us! 
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members section of the web-

sites and feel free to email 

us your bio, cv, and photo 

 

Individual News—Anything 

happen between newslet-

ters?  Ranging from the per-

sonal life to the academic, 

feel free to share  

Editor Jason Smith 

PUBLIC SOCIOLOGY  

ASSOCIATION 

WEBSITE 

FACEBOOK GROUP 

TWITTER 

 

GRADUATE STUDENT 

SOCIOLOGICAL  

ASSOCIATION 

WEBSITE 

FACEBOOK GROUP 

Amy Best has been named 

a speaker in GMU’s Vision 

Series for the 2012-2013 

academic year. Make sure 

you attend her lecture, de-

tails on date/time further 

in. 
 

Enjoy the rest of the news-

letter and hope the spring 

semester is a successful 

one!! 

 

 

 

 

 

- Jason 

http://gmupublicsoci.wordpress.com/public-soci-grad-conference/2012-conference/
http://gmupublicsoci.wordpress.com/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/224409930985373/
https://twitter.com/#!/PublicSociGMU
http://gmusocgrads.wordpress.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/GMU-Graduate-Student-Sociological-Association/153670417982591


 

 

By Sara Moore 

 

At last year’s Eastern Sociological Society 

meeting in New York I had the opportunity to 

hear Alison Pugh speak about her work on 

family and consumption.  Pugh remarked that 

sociologists typically study how groups of peo-

ple differ from one another, an understanda-

ble effort considering the discipline’s focus on 

social inequalities. She reminded us, however, 

that it is also important for sociologists to 

think about commonalities and how people 

come together, work across differences to-

ward a shared goal, and strive for similar out-

comes. This idea made me think about the 

kind of scholarship and research I have been 

privileged to do in my time here at George Ma-

son, and how the patterns in behavior that 

sociologists work to illuminate fall not only 

along lines of difference but along lines of 

commonality as well. 
 

Much of my growth as both a student and a 

sociologist has taken place at the Center for 

Social Science Research (CSSR) where I have 

had the opportunity to work for the past four 

years.  The most meaningful and intellectually 

engaging projects I have worked on at the 

CSSR have used a community-based, or par-

ticipatory, methodological approach to social 

research. This approach engages community 

members beyond the university to create re-

search questions and instruments, collect and 

analyze data, present findings, and create 

plans for action. A community-based approach 

not only places value on community relation-

ships, which provide fruitful research opportu-

nities particularly during challenging economic 

times, but it also places value on different 

kinds of knowledge. That is, knowledge about 

the conditions in one’s own community is as 

equally valued as knowledge about research 

methods and theoretical frameworks. Most 

importantly, while a community-based ap-

proach acknowledges differences among 

members of a research team, it also works to 

build bridges between universities, community 

partners, and residents. In valuing multiple 

forms of knowledge, community-based re-

search facilitates the recognition of common-

alities and the importance of disparate part-

ners working together toward a shared goal of 

knowledge building and community improve-

ment. 
 

The most recent community-based research 

project that I worked on, alongside community

-based research expert Andrea Robles, was an 

assessment of the resources and services 

that are available to residents in a low income 

neighborhood in Richmond.  This project was 

funded by the National Institutes of Health 

and Richmond Promise Neighborhood, and 

our research team was comprised of universi-

ty researchers from both George Mason Uni-

versity and Virginia Commonwealth University 

as well as community residents. We worked 

together from December 2011 to November 

2012 to learn about social research and com-

munity conditions in order to effectively inter-

view community residents, service providers, 

and partners about the community’s assets 

and needs. Again, this project has brought 

together people from various social locations 

to work toward a common goal of community 

improvement, particularly for children and 

families. 
 

Community-based research remains a contro-

versial methodological approach in the field of 

sociology. I frequently debate this approach 

with critics who focus on issues of validity, 

reliability, and objectivity. Of course, a commu-

nity-based approach is not suited for all pro-

jects, neither is it suited for all researchers.  

However, it does provide a useful opportunity 

to work with community residents, who typical-

ly have an intimate knowledge of their own 

communities, a knowledge that provides a rich 

starting point for conducting social research.  

Community-based research is also useful for 

bridging gaps between universities, service 

providers, residents, and other community 

partners. It helps mitigate the perception of 

university researchers as an insular communi-

ty and allows researchers to truly engage with, 

and even build friendships with, groups out-

side of the university.  Most importantly, com-

munity-based research highlights the ways in 

which we all strive for similar goals: strong and 

safe communities, healthy families, and edu-
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“...a community-based 

approach is not suited 

for all projects, neither 

is it suited for all 

researchers.  However, 

it does provide a useful 

opportunity to work 

with community 

residents, who typically 

have an intimate 

knowledge of their own 

communities…” 
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cated children. As Alison Pugh reminded me, 

our commonalities are as theoretically and 

practically relevant as our differences. 
 

On a more personal level, the community-

based work I have done has provided me with 

yet another lens with which to view social life.  

It has exposed me to issues of poverty, reci-

procity, and research ethics firsthand.  Issues 

that are discussed as abstractions in the 

classroom have become real for me through 

working in communities plagued by gun vio-

lence, drug abuse, hunger, and fractured fami-

lies. At the same time, the close relationships I 

have built in doing community-based research 

remind me how similar families are even when 

they vary in terms of their resources.  The 

work of sociologists, indeed my own work, is 

not only to map where differences lie but also 

where similarities emerge so that communi-

ties can improve and inequalities can subside.  

 

Sara Moore is a PhD candidate in the Depart-

ment of Sociology and Anthropology. Sara's 

research and teaching interests include repro-

duction and health, gender, family, and quali-

tative research methods. Her dissertation ex-

plores mothering, identity, and how women 

experience the transition to motherhood.  

Page 3  

 

News Feature 

The community-based action project 

that Sara just mentioned in her article 

was featured in a news piece by Uni-

versity of Southern California journal-

ism student Tammie Smith for the 

Richmond Times-Dispatch on January 

27.  The article can be read here. 

 

Vision Series—GMU 

Dr. Amy Best 

“Fast Food Kids: Youth and the Chang-

ing Food Landscape of Family, School, 

and Everyday Life” 

What kids eat, and who’s feeding them 

has sparked much debate in recent 

years as increasing attention has been 

given to the widespread phenomenon 

of childhood obesity. Youth food con-

sumption increasingly occupies a mor-

ally-charged sphere of meaning where 

parents and advocates for junk-food 

free schools, members of organic and 

slow food movements, public health 

researchers, commercial food markets 

and the anti-hunger lobby all adjudi-

cate the meaning of youths’ food con-

sumption. As a nation weighs in on the 

meaning of youths’ food consumption, 

it is important we understand the 

meaning young people themselves 

assign to food, the social relationships 

formed around food, and the changing 

social landscape where they eat. This 

discussion examines the place of food 

in the lives of American youth based 

on multiple strategies for analysis: ob-

servation of youth food settings, com-

munity health events, and public 

school food reform programs; in-depth 

interviews and focus groups, family-

food memories written by young peo-

ple, and materials designed to under-

stand the social significance of food to 

youth. 

April 22, 2013 

7:00 PM 

Center for the Arts Concert Hall 

U S I N G  C O M M U N I T Y -B A S E D  R E S E A RC H  T O  
T R A N S C E N D  D I F F E R E N C E  ( C O N ’T )  

http://www.timesdispatch.com/news/local/project-engages-east-end-residents-in-discussions-on-improving-health/article_4609781a-e07f-58aa-8083-3cd5292e901d.html


 

 

S T U D E N T  C O N T R I B U T I O N S  T O  T H E  F I E L D  
C H E C K  U S  O U T !  
 

 PUBLICATIONS 
 

 Shannon N. Davis, Shannon K. Jacobson, and Julie Anderson.  2012.  “From the Great Recession to Greater Gender 

 Equality? Family Mobility and the Intersection of Race, Class, and Gender.”  Marriage & Family Review, 48(7) 
 

 Jeffrey L. Johnson and Amy L. Best.  2012.  “Radical Normals: The Moral Career of Straight Parents as Public  

 Advocates for Their Gay Children.”  Symbolic Interaction, 35(3) 
 

 Katie Kerstetter.  2012.  “Insider, Outsider, or Somewhere in Between: The Impact of Researchers’ Identities  

 on the Community-Based Research Process.”  Journal of Rural Social Sciences, 27(2) 
 

 Linda McCurly-Stafford.  2012.  The Sociology of Disaster and the Sociology of Risk: An Annotated  

 Bibliography.  Resource Paper.  Fort Collins, CO: Center for Disaster and Risk Analysis, Colorado State  

 University.  
 

 Sara B. Moore.  2012.  “Reproductive Issues.”  Global Social Issues: An Encyclopedia, edited by J. Ciment and  

 C. Bates.  Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe. 
 

 Sara B. Moore, Andrea Robles, and Emily Zimmerman.  2012.  Richmond Promise Neighborhood Community  

 Needs Assessment. Research Report. Fairfax, VA: George Mason University Center for Social Science  

 Research  
 

 Paul C. Gorski, Shannon N. Davis, and Abigail Reiter.  2012.  "Self-Efficacy and Multicultural Teacher Education in 

 the United States: The Factors That Influence Who Feels Qualified to be a Multicultural Teacher  

 Educator."  Multicultural Perspectives, 14(4).  
 

 Randy Salm and Clarence Shubert.  2012.  Literature Review of Evaluative Approaches for Education  

 Strategies for Peacebuilding and Approach for the Evaluability Assessment of UNICEF’s Peacebuilding,  

 Education and Advocacy Programme.  Research Report.  New York, NY: UNICEF.  
 

 PRESENTATIONS 
 

 Katie Kerstetter and Andrea Robles presented “Engaging Apartment Residents in Community Associations: A Study in 

 Reston, VA” to the Reston Association Board of Directors.  Katie also presented “Introducing Students to the Field: The 

 Columbia Pike Oral History Initiative.” at the annual meeting of the American Folklore Society  in New Orleans, LA. 
 

 Abbey Reiter and Vickie Hoverman, with Miranda Reiter (Utah State), presented “Putting Teaching into Sociological 

 Perspective: A Reflective Analysis of the Struggles and Obstacles New Instructors Face in Academia” at the annual 

 meeting of the Association for Humanist Sociology in Nashville, TN. 
 

 Jason Smith and Josh Tuttle presented “(Re)Injecting the Public Into Theorizing Social Problems: Bridging the Gap  

 Between Public and Professional Sociology” at the annual meeting of the Association for Humanist  

 Sociology in Nashville, TN. 
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Journal Special Issue 

Katie Kerstetter has co-edited a special issue of the Journal of Rural Social Sciences, along with 

Anna M. Kleiner and John J. Green.  The special issue, titled "Community-Based Research: Analysis 

of Outcomes for Learning and Social Change," focuses on analyzing the outcomes of community-

based research projects and assessing learning outcomes for students, faculty, organizations, and 

community residents. The special issue is open-access and can be found here.  

http://www.ag.auburn.edu/auxiliary/srsa/index.htm


 

 

S T U D E N T  C O N T R I B U T I O N S  T O  T H E  F I E L D  ( C O N ’T )  
C H E C K  U S  O U T !  
 

 AWARDS HONORS AND ACCOLADES 
 

 Sara Moore received a Dissertation Completion Award from the College of Humanities and Social Sciences at 

 GMU. 
 

 OTHER WORKS 
 

 Marisa Allison was featured and quoted in an article in Inside Higher Ed, highlighting both her on-going  

 doctoral work and organizing efforts in relation to adjunct faculty in higher education.  
 

 Katie Kerstetter successfully defended her dissertation proposal. 
 

 Sara Moore, in collaboration with Andrea Robles, recently completed work on a community-based needs  

 assessment in Richmond, Virginia.  Sara authored the proposal for the project, which resulted in $50,000 in 

 funding for the Center for Social Science Research from Richmond Promise Neighborhood  

In the f ie ld  
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U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S /D E A D L I N E S  

 MASON EVENTS 
 

 Mar 7 Barbara Ehrenreich, “An Evening with Barbara Ehrenreich.” Johnson Center Cinema, 4:30.  Cultural 

  Studies Colloquium. 
 

 Apr 22 Amy Best (Sociology, GMU) “Fast Food Kids: Youth and the Changing Food Landscape of Family, 

  School, and Everyday Life.”  Center for the Arts Concert Hall, 7:00.  Vision Series. 
 

 CONFERENCE DEADLINES 
 

 Mar 1 University of Dayton.  “The Social Practice of Human Rights: Charting the Frontiers of Research and 

  Advocacy.”  Dayton, OH.  October 3-5, 2013. 
  

 Mar 20 Ethnographic and Qualitative Research Conference.  Dayton, OH.  June 7-8, 2013. 
 

 Jul 15 Association for Humanist Sociology.  “Racism-Capitalism/Crisis-Resistance.”  Washington, DC.   

  October, 2013. 
 

 Aug 16 Southern Political Science Association.  New Orleans, LA.  January 9-11, 2014. 
 

 COMPETITIONS 
 

 May 30 Frank Lindenfeld Outstanding Student Paper Award, Association for Humanist Sociology. 
 

 

http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2013/01/09/adjunct-leaders-consider-strategies-force-change#.UPTkUE_oP48.mailto
http://www.udayton.edu/artssciences/human_rights_conference/index.php#1
http://www.cedarville.edu/event/eqrc/
http://www.ccsu.edu/page.cfm?p=6817
http://www.spsa.net/
http://www.ccsu.edu/page.cfm?p=11169
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J O U R N A L  S P O T L I G H T  A N D  A D D I T I O NA L  
O P P O RT U N I T I E S  

Journal Spotlight 

Women, Gender, and Families of Color is a new multidisciplinary journal that centers the study 

of Black, Latina, Indigenous, and Asian American women, gender, and families. Within this 

framework, the journal encourages theoretical and empirical research from history, the social 

and behavioral sciences, and humanities including comparative and transnational research, 

and analyses of domestic social, political, economic, and cultural policies and practices within 

the United States. 

Women’s Studies Quarterly invites submissions for a special issue related to “Debt” that will probe the 

contradictions and reverberations this concept has in economics, politics, poetry, visual arts, popular 

culture, and everyday life. Submissions may address, but need not be limited to, a number of themes, 

keeping in mind how they involve relations of gender, race/ethnicity, and sexuality.  Submissions are 

due March 15, 2013. 

Frontiers: A Journal of Women’s Studies invites submissions for a special issue on  

women of color and gender equity. With this special issue, we commemorate the 40th 

anniversary of the 1974 Women’s Educational Equity Act which provided funds for Title IX 

and codified women’s equality under the law in the U.S. setting forth a foundation for  

antidiscrimination policies and remedies as well as cultivating a language and rhetoric for 

gender equity. For this issue, we will explore the nexus between the enactment of gender 

equity policies, rhetorical and political strategies for empowerment, and the lives of  

women of color.  Submissions are due May 15, 2013. 

Yale Journal of International Affairs is a biannual print journal that seeks to bridge the gap 

between academia and the policy world; publishing articles, interviews, and op-eds by  

academic scholars, think tanks, policy practitioners, and advanced graduate students on 

international affairs topics with implications for policy.  Submissions are due March 1, 

2013. 

International Sociology Review of Books will be published bi-annually, and will provide an 

opportunity to examine whether, and in what way, perspectives on sociology as a science 

and on human experiences of the social are shaped by structures and worldviews  

developed in different areas of the planet.  ISRB therefore reviews sociological work  

produced in languages other than English.  A listing of books are available here. 

Sociology is publishing a special issue on “Sociology and the Global Economic Crisis.”  The 

journal invites contributions that will explore how sociology can contribute to a better  

understanding of (the lived experience of) the global economic crisis; and/or reflect on 

how social processes and movements confronting the crisis can inspire a new sociological 

imagination.  Submissions are due August 31, 2013. 

In the f ie ld  
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http://www.press.uillinois.edu/journals/wgfc.html
http://www.feministpress.org/wsq/current-call-papers
http://frontiers.osu.edu/call-papers
http://yalejournal.org/print-journal-submissions/
http://www.isa-sociology.org/publ/isrb.htm
http://www.isa-sociology.org/publ/isrb_call_book_reviewers.htm
http://www.britsoc.co.uk/media/48566/Global_Economic_Crisis_SOC_SI_2014_CFP.pdf

