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    To all the new graduate 

students (both MA and 

PhD), welcome to GMU for 

the fall semester! And for 

those of you that are used 

to GMU by now, just a  

regular welcome back. 

Hope that this newsletter 

finds everyone doing well 

as the semester has  

progressed and that you all 

are enjoying your courses.   
  

A change-up in the program 

this semester. Dr. Amy Best 

has stepped down as  

graduate program director. 

A many thanks are offered 

to her for the hard work 

and guidance she gave to 

all of us over the past few 

years. Make sure to wish 

her luck as she moves  

forward with her own 

teaching and research this 

upcoming year. Hope you 

get a chance to welcome  

Dr. John Dale as our new 

graduate program director.  
  

The article for this issue of 

the newsletter is a  

collaborative piece by five 

of our program’s students. 

It offers a reflection on a 

p a r t i c i p a t o r y  a c t i o n  

research project they all 

engaged in last semester. 

The article focuses on their 

experiences with the  

project and the unique way 

i n  w h i c h  r e s e a r c h  

under tak en  w i th  a  

vulnerable population can 

leave lasting impressions.  
  

On October 20, we will be 

hosting our 2nd Public  

S o c i o l o g y  G r a d u a t e  

Conference on campus. 

Our program offers a great 

collection of graduate  

students from across the 

nation, who are coming to 

present their work. Please 

feel free to come and  

support this effort, either 

as an audience member or 

volunteering to help make 

sure the conference runs 

smoothly.  
  

Additionally, the Public  

Sociology Association  

website is looking for  

content to post on its blog. 

With a presidential election 

happening this semester 

and the papers you have to 

write for class, there 

should be material aplenty! 

Saying that, I encourage 

you to practice writing an 

o p - e d  o r  p o s i t i o n  

statement that combines 

sociology and addressing 

inequality for a general 

readership. Or perhaps 

even a review of a recently 

published article that 
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Todd Gitlin on the Occupy 

Movement 

Research Hall, Rm 163 

Sept. 27, 2012  7:30pm 

 

The Depar tment of  

Sociology and Anthropology 

welcomes you to our fall 

event on the Occupy  

Movement with Professor 

Todd Gitlin, professor of 

journalism and sociology at 

Columbia. He will be  

discussing his new book, 

Occupy Nation. 

Editor Jason Smith 

you’ve read. 
  

Other information in this 

newsletter showcases  

current works by our  

graduate students and  

opportunities that might be 

relevant to you as well. 

New students to our  

program, please feel free 

to check-out our graduate 

student groups and get 

involved. We welcome new 

people and the ideas they 

bring with them. 
   

  

 

Have a great fall semester! 

http://gmupublicsoci.wordpress.com/
http://www.harpercollins.com/books/Occupy-Nation-Todd-Gitlin/?isbn=9780062200938


 

 

    Participatory action research (PAR) can 

feel like being on the front line. PAR  

researchers are both a vanguard of social 

activism in a community and participants 

in a battle to shape that community’s  

research and action agendas. During a five 

month project last spring that brought  

together George Mason University  

sociology faculty and student researchers 

with staff and clients of Bread for the City 

(BFC), a nonprofit organization that  

provides vulnerable residents of  

Washington, DC with a range of services, a 

large and diverse team undertook to learn 

and practice research skills and present to 

organization stakeholders their findings on 

how BFC could better engage its clients, 

beyond the transfer of services. 
 

The project was a large undertaking from 

the start: 25 community and university  

researchers came together to build a team, 

despite having different goals and varying 

ideas of what research and action should 

constitute. The team explored the theme of 

client engagement and created and  

administered questionnaires to BFC clients 

and staff on that topic. We are now in the 

process of presenting findings to BFC 

stakeholders and the public. 
 

As you might imagine, building consensus 

within such a large group was a constant 

exercise in mediation. We faced challenges 

of creating buy-in for the research  

question, negotiating the rigor of the  

research process, communicating in a 

large and diverse group, and acting and 

reacting in a gendered space. The project 

also brought joys. Friendships were made 

and the PAR participants, both BFC and 

GMU researchers, grew in confidence as 

well as research and communication skills. 

By sharing the lessons the team has 

learned, we hope to encourage others to 

take part in this life-changing and vital 

methodology.  
 

The following are more personal reflections 

from the student researchers on the PAR 

process. 

Creating Lasting Effects 

by Anderson Bean 
 

    PAR is becoming a popular yet controversial 

research method in a number of academic 

fields.   Action research is used by people in 

schools, businesses, community organizations, 

and health and human services.  The idea behind 

PAR is that those who are affected by the problem 

being studied should be engaged in its  

investigation.  My experience as a participatory 

action researcher a BFC exposed me to some of 

the challenges that PAR researchers face as well 

as the more liberating aspects of the method.  
 

One of our biggest difficulties was the size and 

changing nature of our team.  Our initial group 

decided on the project objective and research 

questions.  After the objective was formulated 

many more members joined the team.  Because 

not everyone on the team was present when the 

objectives and research questions were  

formulated our meetings were often met with 

some confusion about our immediate tasks and 

what we were trying to accomplish.  Also because 

of the size of the team (25 people), our meetings 

at times became unwieldy.  These challenges 

however are minor compared to the benefits of 

PAR. 
 

One of the things I learned from the project is that 

although the findings, the results and the product 

of the project is important, the process itself is 

equally if not more important. Aside from making 

changes for the community at large, PAR seeks to 

make changes for the researchers themselves. By 

disrupting the traditional power dynamics of  

traditional research, social transformations in the 

research group can take place. Participants can 

be empowered and can learn skills that they can 

use after the project is completed.  Relationships 

between researchers and participants, between 

the communities and universities can be long  

lasting.  In other words, the process itself was a 

rewarding enterprise.  In the last weeks of the 

project, before we had even analyzed our data, a 

number of team members told me how  

empowering and transformative this project was 

for them.  Some spoke of gaining confidence in 

themselves, learning to speak in front of people or 

even increasing their ability to take control of their 
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In the f ie ld  

own lives, whether at work or at home. 
 

PAR has and continues to apply rigorous and 

systematic research for the purposes of both 

constructing knowledge through a  

collaborative, democratic, action-based  

process, as well as improving the community 

and initiating social change.  
 

Confronting Challenges 

by Melissa Gouge 
 

    Implementation of a truly collaborative  

research methodology like PAR, a community 

based methodology where obstacles present-

ed in the literature appear deceitfully easy to 

overcome, does not come without its  

challenges. Despite the hurdles and growing 

pains experienced during our project with BFC, 

having actually experienced those personally 

demanding moments sheds an entirely  

different light on the process. There is quite a 

gulf between reading about the demanding 

nature of PAR and actually sitting in a room 

with twenty-five other people in the throes of 

heated discussion while you question your 

own motivations for engaging in such a  

process. The ‘neat and tidy’ explanations from 

the literature go right out the window during 

those moments. Despite these challenges, it 

is the hands on nature of the methodology 

that necessitates actually experiencing  

frustration, thoughtful consideration of  

effective and meaningful solutions, and no 

shortage of personal reflection that goes to 

create an experience that surpasses  

traditional classroom instruction. 
 

When considering PAR in contrast to more 

conventional methods like survey research, 

the potential that PAR has for community 

building is especially visible. Rather than  

typical empirical methods where outsiders 

descend on a community with a theoretically 

derived instrument, these projects are crafted 

through mutual learning and cooperation of 

researchers and people with a stake in the 

outcome. Given community interest and the 

need for buy-in creates a set of unique  

challenges for data collection but working with 

community members using an instrument 

they crafted and believe in provides a unique 

sense of satisfaction for everyone involved in 

the  
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process. 
 

Like other collaborative projects this one was 

not without some degree of conflict and a 

unique set of challenges. It was not until I  

attended the recent presentation of the project 

findings, led by community researchers to the 

board of BFC, did I see the realization of the 

intent of the methodology. Admittedly, I was 

emotionally vested in the project but I felt a real 

sense of accomplishment and ownership of the 

results coming from the community researchers 

in their delivery.  Audience members were also 

particularly engaged. Perhaps this is due to 

those presenting being community members 

with greater perceived legitimacy than outside 

researchers? While not for everyone, learning 

this challenging method through experience 

opened my eyes to the need for community  

research to be relevant to those it seeks to 

serve. 
 

The Emotional Labor of Public Sociology 

by Sahar Haghighat 
 

    One of the first things that struck me about 

PAR is the way in which it can serve as a model 

for sociologists engaging in public  

sociology.  PAR easily lends itself to public  

sociology since it is so closely linked to including 

publics into the research process. Recognizing 

these parallels, I found myself reflecting not 

only on the PAR experience itself but how it 

serves to prepare budding sociologists for a  

career of direct engagement and collaboration 

with publics.  
 

For me, the most influential lesson from the 

PAR experience has been the level of emotional 

labor involved with this type of research.  Much 

of the research sociologists engage in elicits an 

emotional response but this response is  

contained through clearly defined roles and 

boundaries between “researcher” and 

“research subject”.  These more traditional 

methodologies are committed to the production 

of knowledge whereas PAR, and as I propose 

Public Sociology, are more committed to reform 

and empowerment. Although these two goals 

are not mutually exclusive their differing com-

mitments yield diverse and often unpredictable 

obstacles.  An unpredicted obstacle that my 

classmates and I faced in the “Front Line” PAR 

project was navigating the increased levels of 

“PAR has and 

continues to apply 

rigorous and 

systematic research 

for the purposes of 

both constructing 

knowledge through a 

collaborative, 

democratic, action-

based process, as well 

as improving the 

community and 

initiating social 

change” 

- Anderson Bean 



 

 

emotional labor that is required when  

developing deeper relationships with research 

participants.  
 

These deeper relationships were fostered 

through consistent face-to-face  

interaction.  During the PAR project, research 

participants interacted weekly during 2-3 hour 

weekly meetings.  Through these meetings, 

research participants learned to trust one  

another and began to share more personal 

information.  Soon these working relationships 

evolved into friendships that required an even 

greater level of commitment by research  

participants.  This commitment seemed to be 

unequally distributed to GMU students due to 

existing inequalities between research  

participants. 
 

As the largest nonprofit service provider in 

Washington DC, BFC’s clientele represents 

some of the most “vulnerable” members of 

society.  These real life examples of  

vulnerability made their way into the PAR  

process as the research team was made 

aware of members’ personal troubles (such as 

chronic illness, evictions, loss of employment, 

risk of imprisonment, and other life  

threatening problems).  As someone who was 

living a much more secure life than many of 

my fellow research participants an underlying 

feeling of guilt began to shape much of my 

PAR experience.  Unable to directly address 

this emotional response I had to focus on  

containing these emotions and separating 

them from the research process.  Through 

discussions with other PAR students I learned 

that I was not alone in this emotional  

experience.  
 

In response to this uncomfortable emotional 

labor, my classmates and I took on additional 

laborious projects in an effort to support less 

fortunate group members and minimize our 

own emotional responses.  The most difficult 

part of these very real emotional responses is 

the belief that they must be  

regulated. Sociology, like many other  

professions, has promoted an absence of 

emotion believing that the irrationality of  

emotions has no place in the scientific  

process.  Yet the reality is that emotions are in 

fact part of the research process. Personally, 

the unexpected nature of this emotional labor 

and the lack of dialogue addressing the topic 

left me exhausted and confused.  Although the 

overall process was worthwhile, the emotional 

labor proved to be debilitating at times.  
 

After the intense emotional response around 

the PAR project I questioned my ability to move 

forward as a public sociologist.  Not all public 

sociologists may experience the same demands 

of emotional labor, but the values of public  

sociology promote closeness between research 

participants that may result in similar  

challenges.  In moving forward I think it is  

important to address these emotionally charged 

experiences and responses instead of  

regulating them into a perceived nonexist-

ence.  We need to consider the strengths of 

emotionally charged research because let’s 

face it, sociological inquiry does not exist in an 

emotion-free vacuum.  Instead it is important to 

be reflective about our emotional experiences 

and to openly address these emotions during 

the research process.  Although burying feelings 

of guilt may allow us to move forward with the 

research, open dialogue helps us understand 

and accept these emotions as part of the  

participatory process. 
 

Enriching the Methods  

by Jessica Hopson 
 

    The PAR project at BFC was a challenging, but 

above all rewarding experience for me. Although 

there were a number of challenges, the process 

proved to be an empowering and enlightening 

experience that demonstrated the value and 

importance in engaging your community  

members and having all impacted parties at a 

table while problem-solving.  As is the nature of 

PAR, the research process and progress could 

be unpredictable and presented challenges and 

frustrations over the course of the 

weeks.  Between the participants’ emphasis on 

outreach to the community that fell outside the 

scope of the research question at hand and the 

inevitable personality clashes that occur in any 

group of strong personalities, progress could be 

slow and exceedingly frustrating for GMU, BFC 

staff and fellow participants at times.  Despite 

these challenges, Dr. Robles trained all  

participants and the necessary data was  

collected in time for the beginning of summer. 
 

The most poignant, important piece of the PAR 
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inquiry does not exist 

in an emotion-free 

vacuum” 

-Sahar Haghighat 
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methodology is the community development 

value of the work that is completed.  There is 

a sense of community that already existed 

within BFC, but this type of work added a level 

of engagement and investment in the  

organization that participants may not have 

had prior to participating in the research  

project.  This project humanized research and 

made the attainment and utilization of  

research skills a relevant, important piece of 

the participants’ lived experiences.  
 

Beyond the research skills and investment in 

the organization, the enriching experience for 

all parties is arguably one of the most  

valuable parts of the experience.  I was  

constantly struck by the “normally” unlikely 

relationships and connections that were made 

each week while we were in the room  

together.  The economic, racial, educational 

and institutional lines that were crossed each 

time we all showed up in that conference 

room was and remains the single most  

rewarding piece of this project for me.  No 

matter the frustrations and issues that may 

arise in PAR projects, the bridges that are built 

between people and groups from various 

walks of life in this research is priceless as we 

all strive to address lingering disparities in 

access to resources and make conscious  

efforts to integrate our neighborhoods and 

lives.  At the beginning of the project, the lines 

between GMU students and staff, BFC staff 

members, BFC board members and BFC cli-

ents were stark.  As the weeks passed, we all 

shared stories and food, laughed, embraced 

and found the common ground that we all so 

often ignore or have a difficult time finding as 

life takes and keeps us on separate paths.  As 

the first leg of the project came to a close, I 

couldn’t help but think of the connections that 

were made and how something that seems so 

small to us (27 people meeting in a room 

each week) could make such a difference in 

each of our lives and could have such im-

portant implications on a larger societal scale.  
 

Playing Defense 

by Catherine Imperatore 
 

    My experience as a participatory action  

researcher on the BFC project taught me a 

great deal about my biases, my capacity for 

empathy and my communication skills. It also 
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showed me how defensive I could become when 

the project faced criticism from within. 
 

Owing to an unexpected expansion of the  

community research team, our group included a 

large share of participants who had not helped 

to formulate the research question, which  

focused on client engagement within BFC. While 

the majority of the team was able to embrace 

the question, several of them found it lacking in 

scope for their interests and their perceptions of 

the community’s needs. 
 

A few vocal team members repeatedly talked 

about the need to go bigger than our research 

question, to look outside of BFC. While I was 

rarely called on to verbally defend the project 

against those who questioned its scope, the 

anxiety I felt as these criticisms were voiced tied 

me in knots. It seemed like an affront to the 

professional and educational goals I had staked 

on this work. 
 

Our PAR group worked hard to resolve these 

concerns. Doing so helped us become a  

stronger team. By the time we took to the field 

with our instruments, the team had coalesced 

around the research question. Still, my feeling 

of being on the defensive never quite left me. 
 

I recently returned to the team after a  

two-month hiatus, now as a volunteer rather 

than a student committed to a class project, 

and found that I breathed much easier. I 

opened myself to evaluating the objections 

voiced by some of our team members. My focus 

on keeping the boat sailing smoothly had kept 

me from really hearing these community  

members’ assertions about the social problems 

they considered most vital to address. 
 

Mostly importantly, I allowed myself to 

acknowledge the urgency and the compassion 

that motivated their desire to do more. I hope 

that this project will be a stepping stone to  

bigger and broader research vistas for the PAR 

team. 

“The economic, racial, 

educational and 

institutional lines that 

were crossed each 

time we all showed up 

in that conference 

room was and remains 

the single most 

rewarding piece of this 

project for me” 

-Jessica Hopson 



 

 

S T U D E N T  C O N T R I B U T I O N S  T O  T H E  F I E L D  
C H E C K  U S  O U T !  
 

 PUBLICATIONS 
 

 Robert Fenton.  2012.  “Conspicuous Consumption of the Leisure Class: Veblen’s Critique and Adorno’s  

 Rejoinder in the Twenty First Century.”  Politics and Culture, 7(1). 
 

John Robinson and Katie Kerstetter.  2012.  “Preserving Affordable Housing and Building Wealth in an  

Economic Recovery: Limited Equity Cooperatives as an Alternative to Tenant Displacement.”  Agenda for  

Social Justice: Solutions 2012, edited by G.W. Muschert, K. Ferraro, B.V. Klocke, R. Perrucci, and J.  

Shefner.  Knoxville, TN: Society for the Study of Social Problems. 
 

Jason Smith, Preston Rhea, and Sascha Meinrath.  2012.  “Promoting Digital Equality: The Internet as a  

Public Good and Commons.”  Agenda for Social Justice: Solutions 2012, edited by G.W. Muschert, K. Ferraro, 

B.V. Klocke, R. Perrucci, and J. Shefner.  Knoxville, TN: Society for the Study of Social Problems.  
 

Perry Threlfall.  2012.  “Getting Married Does Not Make You a Better Mother.”  Role/Reboot, June 1 [Op-ed]. 
 

James Witte and Josh Tuttle.  2012.  “American as Baseball, Hot Dogs, Apple Pie and...Immigrants.”   

Richmond Times-Dispatch, July 22 [Op-ed]. 
 

Christine Woodman.  2012.  “How to Defeat the Westboro Baptist Church”  Good Men Project, August 7  

[Op-ed]. 
  

 PRESENTATIONS  
 

 Rachel Bobbitt presented “Presenting Effective Models of Sober Homes and Long-Term Sobriety” at the  

 Institute for Clinical and Professional Development of Georgia as part of the Oxford House Learning Day—Best 

 Practices Evidence Based Training Seminar in Atlanta, GA. 
 

 Jean Boucher presented “Class Morality: An Emancipatory Project” at the annual meeting of the American 

 Sociological Association in Denver, CO. 
 

 Robert Fenton presented "Forms of Consumption: Food and Everyday Life in Urban Japan" at the  

 annual meeting of the Southern Sociological Society in New Orleans, LA. 
 

 Katie Kerstetter presented "Knowledge and Action to Address Social Determinants of Health: A  

 Meta-Analysis" at the annual meeting of the Rural Sociological Society in Chicago, IL.  
 

 AWARDS HONORS AND ACCOLADES 
 

 Jean Boucher was awarded the 2012 Frank Lindenfeld graduate student paper award from the Association 

 for Humanist Sociology. 
 

 Sara Moore was awarded the 2012 Irene B. Tauber graduate student paper award from the District of  

 Columbia Sociological Society. 
 

 Andrea Rutan was awarded the 2012 best graduate student paper award from the International Journal of 

 Žižek Studies.  Andrea was also the department’s Outstanding Graduate Student award winner for the  

 2011-12 academic year. 
 

Volume 3,  Issue 1  

Page 6  

http://www.rolereboot.org/family/details/2012-05-getting-married-does-not-make-you-a-better-mother
http://www2.timesdispatch.com/news/commentary/2012/jul/22/tdcomm01-as-american-as-baseball-hot-dogs-apple-pi-ar-2072810/
http://goodmenproject.com/good-feed-blog/how-to-defeat-westboro-baptist-church/


 

 

S T U D E N T  C O N T R I B U T I O N S  T O  T H E  F I E L D  ( C O N ’T )  
C H E C K  U S  O U T !  
 

 OTHER WORKS 
 

 As part of a community project spearheaded by Dr. Andrea Robles at the Center for Social Science Research 

 and in conjunction with Bread for the City—a DC based service provider—a number of students in our graduate 

 program participated: Anderson Bean, Melissa Gouge, Sahar Haghighat, Jessica Hopson, and  

 Catherine Imperatore. 
 

 Rachel Bobbitt just wrapped up working as a research assistant on a large NIH/PIH grant on addiction and 

 recovery - the project was entitled "What is Recovery?"  Rachel has also been working as a research consultant 

 for the  nonprofit Oxford House Inc, which is an independently run sober living facility for recovering addicts 

 and alcoholics. 
 

 Jacey Eckart recently became editor of military spouse and family content for Military.com, and since  

 February, she has published 106 articles about military life.  Jacey also appeared as an SME on CNN’s 

 “Starting Point w/Soledad O’Brien” discussing the impact that war has on families. 
 

 Naliyah Kaya was interviewed for the radio program The New Cypher on September 4, 2012, talking about her 

 MA thesis research which addressed issues of identity in Spoken-word poetry in the DC metropolitan area. 
 

 Katie Kerstetter organized and chaired a panel entitled “Community-Based Research Knowledge: Lessons 

 Learned from 10 years of Collaboration” at the annual meeting of the Rural Sociological Society.  The panel 

 celebrated the 10-year anniversary of the Institute for Community-Based Research, a multi-institutional  

 collaborative housed at the University of Mississippi, where Katie worked as an AmeriCorps*VISTA member 

 from 2006-2007. 
 

 Katie was also awarded a grant from Reston Association, one of the largest community associations in the 

 U.S., to manage a community survey project focused on how to better engage apartment residents in  

 community and civic activities.  Thanks to the work of Reston residents and GMU students, including  

 Anderson Bean, Sahar Haghighat, Jason Smith, and Josh Tuttle, over 100 door-to-door surveys were  

 completed this summer.  Findings from the research will be shared with apartment residents and managers, 

 Reston Association staff, and Reston Association board members later this year.  
 

 Abbey Reiter accepted a position as Lecturer in the Sociology and Criminology program at the University of 

 North Carolina—Wilmington. 
 

 Jason Smith was asked to serve as the Student Liaison for the Association for Humanist Sociology—working to 

 recruit and maintain a larger student membership for the association, especially among female and minority 

 students. 
 

 Christine Woodman accepted a position this summer as a content editor for the online magazine  

 Role/Reboot.  The magazine focuses on issues of culture and gender roles in contemporary society. 

 

In the f ie ld  
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 DEPARTMENT AND CAMPUS EVENTS 
 

 Sep 27 Globalization Dialogues—panel discussion with newly hired Mason faculty.  Mason Hall, Meese Room, 

  4:00—6:00pm.  Sponsored by the Center for Global Studies. 

 Sep 27 Todd Gitlin (Journalism, Columbia), “On the Occupy Movement.”  Research Hall, Rm163, 7:30pm.  

  Sponsored by the Department of Sociology and Anthropology. 

 Oct 20 Public Sociology Graduate Conference, “Borderlands in Academia, Activism, and Policy.”  Research 

  Hall, 9:00am—6:00pm.  Sponsored by the Graduate Student Sociological Association, Public Sociology  

  Association, and the Department of Sociology and Anthropology. 

 Nov 14 Eden King (Psychology, GMU), “The Science of Diversity at Work.”  Center for the Arts Concert Hall, 

  7:00pm.  GMU Vision Series. 
 

 CONFERENCE DEADLINES 
 

 Oct 15 Eastern Sociological Society.  "Sustainable Communities/Sustainable Lives."  Boston, MA  March 21-

  24, 2013. 

 Nov 15 Center for Cultural Studies at Saint Louis University.  “Perspectives on Interculturality.”  St. Louis, MI 

  February 28-March 1, 2013. 

 Dec 15 North Central Sociological Association.  “In Defense of Theory.”  Indianapolis, IN  April 4-7, 2013.  

 Dec 20 Virginia Social Science Association.  Annual conference hosted at VCU.  Richmond, VA  April 5-6, 2013 

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S /D E A D L I N E S  
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http://www.journalism.columbia.edu/profile/38-todd-gitlin/10
http://gmupublicsoci.wordpress.com/public-soci-grad-conference/
http://visionseries.gmu.edu/2011-12/vs_Fairfax_speakers.html
http://www.essnet.org/AnnualMeeting_Call.aspx
https://www.slu.edu/center-for-intercultural-studies-home/conferences
http://www.ncsanet.org/?page_id=1809
http://www.virginiasocialscience.org/conference/
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S H O U T O U T S ! !  

CONGRATS TO COMPLETING COMPREHENSIVES!! 

 

Inequalities and Institutions Track 
 

Marisa Allison Rachel Bobbitt Alex Boklin  Naliyah Kaya 

 

 

 

 

Katie Kerstetter Abbey Reiter Jason Smith Perry Threlfall 

 

 

 

 

Globalization Track 
 

Randy Salm  Vitalie Sprinceana 

 

 

GET INVOLVED! 

 

Two student groups are affiliated with the graduate program here at GMU.  If you are looking for ways to get more 

involved in the department, your studies, or cohort, check out the info below… 

 

PUBLIC SOCIOLOGY ASSOCIATION 

WEBSITE   FACEBOOK GROUP     TWITTER 

 

GRADUATE STUDENT SOCIOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 

WEBSITE      FACEBOOK GROUP  

 

Masters students and those in the new 
cohorts this fall are ESPECIALLY invited 

to join!! 

http://gmupublicsoci.wordpress.com/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/224409930985373/
https://twitter.com/#!/PublicSociGMU
http://gmusocgrads.wordpress.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/GMU-Graduate-Student-Sociological-Association/153670417982591


 

 

 

J O U R N A L  S P O T L I G H T  A N D  A D D I T I O NA L  
O P P O RT U N I T I E S  

Journal Spotlight 

American Journal of Cultural Sociology will be launched in 2013 and seeks to crystallize the cultural 

turn in contemporary sociology.  The journal aims to provide a single space where cultural sociologists 

can follow the latest developments and debates within the field. We welcome high-quality submissions 

of varied length and focus: contemporary and historical studies, macro and micro, institutional and 

symbolic, ethnographic and statistical, philosophical and methodological.  

International Journal of Multiple Research Approaches invites work that examines 'methodology' in 

gender, sex and sexualities research.  Essays are sought that elaborate experiences of both  

theoretical and empirical approaches to research on gender, sex and sexuality.  Studies that have  

employed qualitative and quantitative, as well as mixed method approaches are welcome. We are  

particularly interested in essays that expose the challenges, emerging issues and solutions in  

combining innovative approaches and evaluation programs.  Abstract submissions are due October 

15, 2012.  

Mobilization is planning a special issue on innovative research in contentious politics.  Papers are 

sought that seek to leverage these new methods of data collection and analysis to broaden our  

understanding of social movements.  Submissions are due January 11, 2013.  

Humanity & Society is soliciting manuscripts for a special issue focused on ‘‘Consciousness and  

Social Change.’’  How does consciousness operate individually and collectively? What is the  

relationship between consciousness and social change? How has sociology as a field historically  

conceived of consciousness and social change? Is there a ‘‘tipping point,’’ whereby changes in small 

segments of a society reach a threshold level and spillover into the mainstream? We are interested in 

manuscripts that take an interdisciplinary approach to exploring these and other questions around the 

relationship between consciousness and social change.  Submissions are due October 1, 2012.  
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Societies Without Borders is publishing a special issue on “Social Science without Borders: Looking 

Back, Looking Forward.”  The special issue seeks papers, commentaries, notes from the field, as well 

as poetic, visual, and other expressions devoted to questions such as: Meanings of a “social science 

without borders;” Promises and perils of a “social science without borders;” Challenges associated 

with the interdisciplinary studies of human rights.  Submissions are due October 15, 2012 and inquir-

ies may be sent to David L. Brunsma at brunsmad@vt.edu. 

Sociological Spectrum invites papers for a special edition on “Gendered Experiences/Gendered  

Institutions: A View from the American South.” Although the American South has been the subject of 

much scholarly attention, gender issues are often overlooked, or else gender/sex is included as one 

of many variables in analyses that do not address important nuances. Our purpose is to help fill that 

gap by providing another outlet for such nuanced approaches. Research on gender critically analyzes 

and investigates how gender structures our identities, experiences and institutions. This special  

edition seeks articles that address the micro, meso, and/or macro perspectives regarding gender as 

an organizing force.  Submissions are due November 15, 2012. 

http://www.palgrave-journals.com/ajcs/index.html
http://mra.e-contentmanagement.com/archives/vol/7/issue/3/call/
http://sozialebewegungen.wordpress.com/2012/06/21/cfp-innovation-in-social-movement-researc/
http://has.sagepub.com/content/36/2/190.full.pdf+html
http://societieswithoutborders.com/
https://ummail.olemiss.edu/owa/14.2.298.4/scripts/premium/redir.aspx?C=ymBM06SHAkG2RXhIDPgJv-HOiTH3Kc8ICgkWOapBmdayOh6kVbhWCDhhZD7PfXqXeLwbRC1JPG0.&URL=mailto%3abrunsmad%40vt.edu
http://www.midsouthsoc.org/soc/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/Call-for-Papers-Gendered-Experiences-Gendered-Institutions.pdf

